
EFFECTIVE: OCTOBER 1, 2009 

 

IN JANUARY THE CITY OF HOUSTON ADOPTED AMENDMENTS TO THE 2006 

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY RESIDENTIAL CODE. AS PART OF THE CITY'S 

COMMITMENT TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY, THE AMENDMENTS INCLUDED 

INCREASED PHASED REQUIREMENTS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2009. 

BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2009, ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE 

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND MULTIFAMILY (3 STORIES IN HEIGHT OR LESS) 

WILL BE REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE A 15% MINIMUM IMPROVEMENT IN 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY ABOVE THE HOUSTON RESIDENTIAL ENERGY 

CONSERVATION CODE. DURING OUR PROCESS OF MEETING WITH 

TAKEHOLDERS TO PREPARE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

CHANGES, WE IDENTIFIED SOME AREAS THAT NEEDED SOME 

MODIFICATION TO SIMPLIFY COMPLIANCE. THESE MINOR MODIFICATIONS 

WERE APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 30. A SUMMARY OF 

THE MODIFICATIONS TO THE CODE ARE AS FOLLOWS: DELETING THE 15% 

ABOVE REQUIREMENT FRO ADDITIONS - ONLY NEW CONSTRUCTION WILL 

NEED TO COMPLY. ALLOWING OTHER ABOVE CODE PROGRAMS IN 

ADDITION TO THE ENERGY STAR PROGRAM - THIS WILL ALLOW FOR 

OTHER PROGRAMS WHEN APPROVED BY THE BUILDING 

OFFICIAL.ALLOWING OTHER SOFTWARE PROGRAMS TO EVALUATE ABOVE 

CODE PERCENTAGE. MODIFIED SOME OF THE PRESCRIPTIVE OPTION 

PACKAGES MINIMUM VALUES / RATINGS. THIS WAS PRIMARILY TO 

CLARIFY THE PROVISION OR REVISE WHEN ANOTHER OPTION WAS 

DELETED TO MAINTAIN A 15% BALANCE. ADDED A NEW OPTION PACKAGE 

TABLE FOR MULTIFAMILY STRUCTURES FOR ELECTRIC RESISTANCE 

HEATING - MOST MULTI-FAMILY NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ARE 

BUILT WITH ELECTRIC COMPARED TO GAS. TO ASSIST IN THIS PROCESS, 

WE ARE ALSO PREPARING A GUIDELINE AND ADDING A SUPPLEMENTAL 

PAGE TO THE CURRENT CITY OF HOUSTON ENERGY FORM FOR USE WITH 

THE OPTION PACKAGES.  

 

FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL LISA FLEMING BROWN AT 

lisa.fleming@cityofhouston.net CODE ENFORCEMENT CONTACT INFORMATION: 

PLAN REVIEW NUMBERS: COMMERCIAL - 713-535-2500 ONE - STOP 713-535-

7550 (COMMERCIAL REMODELS AND RESIDENTIAL)  

CITY OF HOUSTON 

PHASED ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS 

FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES 

EFFECTIVE: OCTOBER 1, 2009  

 


